
Luca Hezel will step down from his position as Executive Director of Christians for
Israel Germany (CSI) at his own request in the course of the coming year. Two
dynamic and positive developments prompted the 33-year-old to make this
decision. 

On the one hand, there is the development of CSI. The number of employees and
the amount of donations have both more than doubled during his tenure. Today,
CSI is recognized and heard as a relevant and effective voice for Israel and Jewish
life in our country, but also internationally. Accordingly, cooperation with Christian
and Jewish networks and partners, as well as with civil society and political actors,
has increased significantly. With a team of 30 passionate and professional staff,
many volunteers, an excellent working atmosphere, a total donation volume of
over €3 million, and a broad spectrum of operations, the organization is solidly
positioned for the future. 

The other dynamic development took place on a personal level, where three
children were born into the Hezel family in recent years. Luca Hezel comments:

"My decision to step down from the leadership of CSI is based on the realization
that I can no longer balance and combine both areas of responsibility. This
decision was extremely difficult for me, but it was made after careful
consideration and prayer. Looking back at how CSI has developed under Jesus'
leadership and my chairmanship, I see a situation that is too good to be true. In my
heart, I feel that my mission has been accomplished and the goal achieved. My
time at CSI has already been one of the best periods of my life."
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The board, staff, and members have reacted with a mixture of regret,
understanding, and confidence. Markus Neumann, Vice-Chairman: 

"Luca Hezel has led CSI for almost six years with great passion, professionalism,
and empathy, accomplishing and achieving great things. During his tenure, he has
formed a highly motivated and effective team that pursues and expresses our
motto, ‘being a blessing together,’ day after day. His decision to step down as
chairman came as a surprise to me and to us. Today, I am filled with three feelings:
great gratitude with a distinct note of regret and confidence. We firmly believe
that CSI is an instrument of God and that He is also in control during this period of
change. We place Luca and his family, as well as CSI, under God's blessing."

CSI is now beginning the search for a suitable successor. A dual leadership
structure is also conceivable. The position will be advertised publicly, and the
handover is planned for mid/late 2026. Whether Luca Hezel will remain with the
organization in another capacity and role will be decided upon during the transition
process that is now beginning.

Luca Hezel began his career at CSI in 2011 as a volunteer member of the
leadership team for young adults at Israel Connect (now JCSI). The trained social
worker became an employee, with both his working hours and responsibilities
steadily increasing. He started out in a part-time position as Harald Eckert's
assistant, later became part of the management team, and in July 2020 succeeded
Eckert as full-time Executive Director.

You can learn more about Luca Hezel's announced resignation in this interview.

https://csi-aktuell.de/en/nachrichten/mission-erfuellt-csi-vorsitzender-luca-hezel-kuendigt-amtsniederlegung-an/

